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Soviet Union 
 

453. Boris Yeltsin first freely elected president of Russia 
454. Gorbachev remained president of the Soviet Union - Unsuccessful attempt to 

overthrow him and Gorbachev resigned – December 25, 1991 
455. The 15 Soviet Republics became the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 
456. Yeltsin’s plan known as shock therapy – it was an immediate shift to capitalism 
457. Chechnya fought to gain independence - Cease-fire declared in 1996 but the war 

continued 
458. Vladimir Putin –  elected president in 1999 
459. Divided into two nations: Czech Republic and Slovakia 
460. Became communist as a result of pressure from the Soviet Union after WWII 

 
European Break-ups After Communism 

461. Political differences and the growing feelings of nationalism between the Slovaks and 
Czechs would lead to the federation’s breakup 

462. Political differences, economic concerns, and nationalism would led to the breakup 
463. Six Republics: Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Macedonia, and 

Montenegro 
464. 1990: Yugoslav Communist Party spilt along ethnic lines 
465. Example: Slobodan Milosevic ordered the deaths of many Kosovo Albanians 
466. November 1989, the Berlin Wall was torn down – removing a symbol of the division 

between communist and capitalist 
467. West and East Germany were reunified into one democratic Germany 
468. Because of the division, Germany was harder to unify nationally, economically, and 

governmentally 
469. EU (European Union) was based on the European Economic Community (EEC) 
470. EEC created in 1957 and sought to strengthen the economies of democratic nations 

in Europe by lowering trade restrictions and creating a single market 
471. EU created a single monetary unit (Euro) 
472. Currently there are 27 EU member nations 

 
India 

473. Indian National Congress made up mainly of Hindus  
474. Muslim League made up of Muslims 
475. Mohandas Gandhi - Led by using civil disobedience, Indians should make own 

clothes. and not buy them Britain, Protested British rule by fasting 
476. Salt March – gathered saltwater from the sea to make their own salt 
477. Split Hindus and Muslim territory 



478. India – Hindus 
479. Pakistan – Muslim 
480. Fought over Kashmir – 1/3 to the Muslims and rest to India 
481. East Pakistan would become Bangladesh in 1971 

 
Africa 

482. Ghana - 1st to receive its independence in 1957, Led by Kwame Nkrumah, Organized 
boycotts and strikes 

483. Algeria - Won its independence in 1962 through violence, Organized the Algerian 
National Liberation Front 

484. Kenya - Led by Jomo Kenyatta – nationalist leader, Kenyans used guerilla warfare to 
defeat the British, Gained independence in 1963 with Kenyatta as its first president 

485. Angola gained independence from Portugal  
486. Congo - Experienced civil war before independence, African were not trained to run 

their own governments, An unstable dictatorship was established 
487. South Africa - Apartheid – legal segregation of whites and blacks – instituted in 1948, 

Groups like the African National Congress (ANC) was outlawed, Those who spoke out 
were jailed – Nelson Mandela, 1989:  Pres. F.W. DeKlerk legalized the ANC and 
released Mandela from prison, 1994:  Nelson Mandela was elected president at the first 
universal elections and remained president until 1999 

 
Middle East 

488. Conflicts arose at the end of WWII - Creation of Israel 
489. Middle East has the largest deposits of oil and the US is most dependent on this 

energy source 
490. The UN has been directly involved in most of the conflicts in the Middle East 
491. Persian Gulf War - Begin on August 2, 1990 when Iraq invaded Kuwait, Saddham 

Hussein – dictator of Iraq, UN and other nations began with an embargo on Iraq, 
January 15, 1991 was when the troops were to be removed from Kuwait, Hussein 
refused and the US began Operation Desert Storm 

492. Operation Desert Storm - Hussein fired missiles into Israel and Saudi Arabia, but the 
coalition kept moving on, Despite the efforts, Hussein and Iraq quickly surrendered 

493. Ceasefire was declared on February 28, 1991, Hussein was allowed to stay in power 
in Iraq 

 
9/11 and the War on Terror 

329. 9/11 - US attacked by terrorist, Al Qaeda focused on non-Muslim nations 
330. Two planes in the towers in NYC, One hit the Pentagon, Flight 93 crashed in PA 
331. War on Terror - Bush began investigating terrorist connections in Iraq 
332. Claimed that Hussein possessed WMD “Weapons of Mass Destruction” 
333. UN found no evidence and did not support the US – US used force to find the WMD 

March 20, 2003 (did not find any) 
334. Hussein went into hiding and captured on December 30, 2006 then executed 



 
Feminist Movement 

335. During WWII, women participated in the military while men were fighting in Europe 
336. Women were nurses and served as officers on the home front 
337. When the men returned, the women were expected to go back to the home again 
338. Many other nations encouraged women to work outside the home 
339. 1960: Feminist Movement began in the US demanding equality and make way for 

women in the workforce 
 
Space Race and Technology 

340. Space Race: Sputnik – 1957 Soviet satellite, US landed on the moon – 1969, 
International Space Station (ISS) was a joint venture created by 16 nations in 1998 – a 
working space lab for experimentation in space 

341. Television - Began in the 1950s, Developed for news purposes, but would turn to 
entertainment, People in the 1960s watched the updates on the Vietnam War and the 
Civil Rights Movement 

342. Satellites - Launched in to space for communication purposes, During the Cold War 
they were used for spying, Today:  radios, TV access, and Internet access 

343. Computers - Used to be bulky and would take up an entire room, Today, they can fit 
in the palm of your hand 

344. Internet allows people to connect through computers over a long distance, Cell 
phone offer access to the Internet 

345. Social media has made it convenient for people to stay in touch or check in with 
family or friends whenever they want  

 
Environment 

346. Population growth, urbanization, and industrialization can harm the environment 
347. The green revolution began in the 1960s and attempted to increase food production 

worldwide 
348. Population growth and urbanization have led to increased development and 

decreased forests which can harm animals and plants 
349. Hydrocarbon emissions from cars and carbon dioxide from burning fossil fuels have 

increased water and air pollution 
350. Ozone Layer - Protects people against the sun’s u-v rays, Disappearing because of 

CFCs (Chlorofluorocarbons), Using products with these fumes in the cans can result in 
more of the Ozone Layer disappearing 

 
 
 


